A Digital Camera Review

 

Because I would like to have the ability to take pictures whenever and wherever I am, I decided to look for a pocket digital camera with enough zoom to match or improve on the Fuji 3800 I already have. That one has been most satisfactory in the past. I would like to stick with the same memory card, XD, since I have several of differing sizes already. Olympus and Fuji are the only two digitals using this format.

 

I purchased an Olympus 800 from Walmart and examined its capabilities. It has a large inventory of functions which would require intensive study to become entirely familiar with it. I did not print the pictures I took, but in reading what information the internet could provide, learned that quite a bit of “noise” appears at common settings. Although its features are plentiful, the noise problem makes this an unlikely choice. Returning the camera within the 30-day trial period allowed was no problem.

 

Next, I purchased a Fuji F10. Now this is a great little camera! It has controls and settings, which are familiar to me, being much like my larger Fuji 3800. One feature which this camera has that my 3800 doesn’t have is the ability to photograph in Chrome or Black & White. Now B&W doesn’t appeal to me right now, but Chrome enhances the blue of the sky and the green of trees and grass so that you don’t have to tweak the finished product with software. That is a feature I will insist on in future purchases.

 

 The biggest drawback to today’s  pocket cameras is the lack of sufficient zoom. Most all of the Pocket varieties, except Kodak, offer 3X digital zoom. This really isn’t enough for the casual tourist. You don’t often have the opportunity to get closer to your subject. The two photos I took, using the F10 and the 3800 (which has a 5X zoom) were evidence that the longer zoom gives a much better result. Further research on the Internet indicates that Fujifilm will be putting out a new model in June 2006 featuring a 6X zoom. I think I will wait for that. 

 

Once again, I returned the camera to Walmart. It is really great that they allow 30 days for a return on these items. That gives one plenty of time to put it through its paces.

 

Betty Lehman

